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| BELONG HERE: Setting a New Agenda
Global approaches to creating belonging in our schools and education institutions

The Challenge: Across the Globe, many young people struggle to find their way, all too frequently
encountering a world that is divided and uncertain: a world in which they feel they don’t belong. ‘I
Belong Here: Setting a New Agenda’ takes a different direction. In a context where, as UNESCO
reminds us, we are all interconnected,’ our focus is on possibilities: the joy and benefits for young
people and society from experiencing a sense of belonging.

Our Aim: In bringing together this Dialogic, our intention is to build bonds and connections; deepen
the knowledge base; and share insights into developments in policy and practice.

A sense of belonging is shaped by what each person brings with them as they enter their nursery, or
school, or college, or university, as well as what they later encounter in that place. Belonging is
manifested through emotions, a sense of safety, security, well-being, a feeling of being connected, and
known and seen for who you are. This, in its turn, leads to creativity, engagement, respect for self and
others, a sense of awareness, possibilities and agency.

Our ambition: The process of bringing many voices and experiences together in ‘I Belong Here’ is
designed to contribute to an ambitious agenda:

Every child and young person—whoever they are and wherever they are from—
deserves the opportunity to be in a school, college, or education environment where
they feel safe (physically and emotionally), connected, and have a sense of
belonging.?

Your contribution: In working towards this ambition, we invite contributions from ICSEl members
and friends and their networks in a variety of formats: written, video, visual, audio. Written pieces
need to be between 500-750 words, and audio/video submissions, no more than five minutes. We
welcome submissions in languages other than English.

In contributing to ‘I Belong Here’, we would encourage you to focus on your context (what’s the ‘story’
you’re trying to tell and why do you want to tell it?) and to think about who you are bringing onboard
(whose voices will we hear?). The framework below is intended to help you think about important
elements of that story.

e Why belonging and connectedness matters: the significance of belonging for children and
young people in our fragmented world;

e What helps create belonging: the strategies and approaches schools, communities,
organisations and institutions can take to bring everyone on board;
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e How you know that what you have done makes a difference: the actions taken and the signs of
change, or evidence of impact.

Please submit your work by October 31, 2026 to icsei.dialogic@gmail.com. The ICSE/
Dialogic Committee will review all submissions and authors will be notified about acceptance by
November 15, 2026.

As with previous Congresses, we will be holding an ICSEI Dialogic Fireside Chat during this year’s
Congress in Banff, Alberta (Canada) in January 2027. The session will be hosted with Professor
Kathryn Riley, who prepared this call at the invitation of the ICSEI Dialogic team. Details will follow
once the conference program is confirmed.

To read previous issues of the ICSEI Dialogic, please visit: https://icsei.org/voices/

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact the ICSEI Dialogic team at
icsei.dialogic@gmail.com

With best wishes,

Professor Kathryn Riley
ICSEI Dialogic Team (Joelle Rodway, Trista Hollweck, Paul Campbell)
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